[Pure red-cell anemia due to recombinant human erythropoietin and its status in oncology practice].
A special form of anemia was observed during the treatment with recombinant human erythropoietin having been applied for more than 15 years. The pure red-cell anemia due to antibodies against erythropoietin was described in chronic renal failure patients. Since oncological patients are also treated with rhuEPO it is interesting to know whether this side effect could be observed in the patients with solid tumors as well. It should be considered in tumorous patients when coexistence of antibodies against rhuEPO with pure red-cell aplasia is demonstrated, and its other causes as immunological disease, thymoma, viral infections (eg. Parvovirus B12, Hepatitis B or C) are excluded. The author collected literature data and found the absence of reports on this side effect in cases of treatment with rhuEPO in cancer patients. The rhuEPO treatment is a safe method for the cure of cancer anemia as antibodies against rhuEPO have not been shown together with PRCA among cancer patients. The possible explanation could be the shorter application time in cancer compared to the chronic renal failure patients. The side effect observed in chronic renal failure patients calls the attention to the precise compliance with the instructions of the manufacturers.